CLAW MARKING
Claw marking has the functions of:
Stretching the back muscles after resting.
Claw maintenance. 
Scent marking.
Location:
The natural location for this behaviour is outside the house as it is intended as a signal
to inform other cats about the boundaries. For cats that live indoors it is important to
think about where to position scratching posts so that they will be used appropriately.
Place in a clearly visible location and in places where you have noticed the cat
previously scratching.
Another way to attract attention to the scratching post is to place it close to where
the cat rests. This is because often, when cats wake up, they scratch in order to
stretch.
To attract scratching, rake them vertically with a wire brush to create some fake
scratch marks.
To introduce the cat’s scent, rub a piece of clean cotton fabric against their flank and
then rub the post with this cloth, working well into the fake scratch marks.
Materials:
Soft wood is the best type of material as it easily indents.
Carpet and Hessian can also be used. These can be made more attractive by
marking them with heavy black, permanent, marker pen and then scratching the
surface with a few vertical strokes with a wire brush.
Hessian mats on the floor can also provide additional scratching places.
Feliscratch by CEVA is a new product that helps redirect your cat on to a more
appropriate area. For details and to buy visit FELISCRATCH by FELIWAY.
Other Points:
Some cats use clawing as a means of gaining their owner’s attention. In order to
maximise on this behaviour look at the cat when it is using its scratching posts and
react favourably to it.
Some cats can perform this behaviour if they live in a multi-cat household. Ensuring
that each cat has sufficient space and plentiful resources is important to prevent
problems and ensure harmony.
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CLAW MARKING (CONTINUED)
Recommended Products:
Cozy Pet Deluxe Multi Level Cat Tree Scratcher Activity Centre Scratching Post Toys with Heavy Duty Sisal Cat
Trees in Beige CT01-Beige.
£16.99 (as of October 2017)

Popamazing Cat Scratching Post Tower Tree (Gray)
£40.99 (as of October 2017)

Happy Pet Hugs Cardboard Cat Scratch Mat with Catnip
£5.99 (as of October 2017)

FELISCRATCH by FELIWAY
£15.99 (as of October 2017)

For specific help with a behaviour problem please contact me:
CAROLINE CLARK
Registered Veterinary Nurse, Cert. Ed. ABTC Registered Clinical Animal
Behaviour Counsellor, APBC FULL Member Post Graduate Diploma in
(AS) Companion Animal Behaviour Counselling.

Email: carolineclark@peteducationandtraining.co.uk
Website: https://www.peteducationandtraining.co.uk
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